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@ Shirane, Haruo: Japan and the Culture of the Four Seasons: Nature, Literature, and the Arts. New York, NY: Columbia
University Press, 2012.

(@ Rimer, J. Thomas and Toshiko McCallum (eds): Since Meiji. Perspectives on the Japanese Visual Arts, 1868-2000.
Honolulu, HI: University of Hawaii Press, 2012.

@ st TEAEROES] FERAFHRS. 20054 (#:ETH20214 [English translation: Tsuji, Nobuo: History of Art in
Japan. Translated by Nicole Coolidge-Rousmanier. Tokyo: University of Tokyo Press, 2018.]
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164025201 Japanese Arts and Culture

Bradel Sabine

First Semester 2026 Class Category Every week
2.0Credits Year
KR Course Numbering

The course “Japanese Arts and Culture” provides an introduction to the history and development of Japanese visual and
material arts, architecture, sculpture, and literature in English. By exploring the progression of Japanese cultural history
and analysing specific examples from various art and literary genres with regard to their creation, distribution and
reception, we will reconsider the general notion of “culture.” To this end, the course takes an interdisciplinary and
transcultural approach, examining Japan's international relationships and cultural exchanges throughout history to
provide a deeper understanding of their impact on contemporary culture.

This course is conducted primarily in English. While it is permissible to refer to Japanese materials when preparing for
class and assignments, it is essential to read English secondary sources. It is also strongly encouraged that assignments
are submitted in English.

C. Discussion, Debate /D. Groupwork,/E. Presentation

Questions during the class are encouraged. Feedback on the response essays will also be provided.

By reading and discussing literature on the history of Japanese art and culture, participants in this course will:
1) Gain a deep understanding of specific representations related to each theme discussed in class;

2) Understand the development of Japanese culture and its history of international relations;

3) Improve critical thinking and analytical skills regarding the interpretation of artistic and cultural phenomena.

1) Orientation

2) Archaeological Beginnings: Jomon, Yayoi, and Kofun

3) Religious Architecture and Sculpture since the Nara period
4) Poetry

5) Tales and monogatari

6) Paintings in the Medieval Period

7) Ceramics, Lacquer and Tea Ceremony

8) Performing Arts

9) Secular Architecture and City Representations

10) Edo-Period Culture 1 (Kamigata): Artists, authors, playwrights
11) Edo-Period Culture 2 (Edo): Artists, authors, playwrights
12) Meiji-Period Transformations

13) Art Movements and Propaganda

14) Post-WWII and Contemporary Art; Wrap-Up

A. Face-to-face Classes

In the first session, an overview of the topics covered in the course will be provided. Participants will select a topic of
interest from this outline and prepare a presentation to be delivered during the semester. Engaging in discussions on
these topics with fellow participants is also an essential component of the course. At the end of each session,
approximately 10 minutes will be allocated for composing a short response essay that reflects on that day’s lecture and
presentation topics and adds personal insights (approximately 200 words in length).

20% Active participation
40% Presentation (in English) supported by a PowerPoint presentation
40% Response essay

The total preparation time before and after each class is approximately 120 minutes per week.

There will be no specific textbooks used; materials and secondary sources on each class theme will be distributed via
Jasmine-Navi. Relevant literature for the presentation topics will be indicated.

English

Recommended books available in the library:

(D Shirane, Haruo: Japan and the Culture of the Four Seasons: Nature, Literature, and the Arts. New York, NY: Columbia
University Press, 2012.

@ Rimer, J. Thomas and Toshiko McCallum (eds): Since Meiji. Perspectives on the Japanese Visual Arts, 1868-2000.



Honolulu, HI: University of Hawaii Press, 2012.
(® Tsuji, Nobuo: History of Art in Japan. Translated by Nicole Coolidge-Rousmanier. Tokyo: University of Tokyo Press,
2018. [Japanese edition: st [BAREMDES] TRAZHRE. 2005F (FHETHR20214)]

Notes, Message to Students | Assessment prioritises depth of analysis and contribution to the class over grammatical accuracy.
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