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This class is an exercise—style class in English. It aims to improve
listening, speaking, pronunciation, note—taking skills, and
understanding of foreign cultures. Students will enhance their
English by practicing conversation skills in pairs and sometimes
discussing and presenting cultural topics in groups Ultimately,
students will learn to speak clearly and consistently through using
correct grammar and vocabulary, and they will express their opinions
in discussions on various topics. Further, in order to deepen
their understanding and improve their reading and grammar
comprehension they will learn to take notes effectively, the
ultimate aim being to write in a clear and organized way with
minimal mistakes.
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The aim of this course is to improve students’ English reading
comprehension and cultural comprehension, gradually improving their
understanding of native level English. Classes will focus on
learning about English short stories, which students will acquire
the skills to read with confidence. Students will improve their
reading comprehension and cultural understanding and learn about
various viewpoints and experiences by reading the novels of leading
American writers and Japanese Americans.
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This course will introduce the main issues regarding the history of
Japanese cuisine and the culture at that time. It will also examine how
cooking is helping cultural reciprocity, enabling cross-country exchanges
and global and local interactions, while aiding food sustainability. It is
expected that the students will diligently read the course materials,
contribute to lass discussions, and will complete the research project on
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understand terms and concepts in the social sciences, to explain their
opinion in critical discussions, to present research results on web pages,
and to act as a leader or collaborator to reach a common goal within the
deadline.
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INTRODUCTION
TO JAPANESE
CULTURE AND
SOCIETY
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We will consider the role of women in Japanese history and culture.
Through careful reading of literature from ancient times to the 21st
century, themes such as nationality, historical literature, modernity, the
history of Japanese temperament, cultural symbolism, and the
individual as a contrast to popular culture will be explored. We will
understand these while paying close attention to the development of
Japanese culture and society from the dawn to the present. It is expected
that the students will consider and develop their own opinions in
relation to the topics. Also, students will be expected to participate in
academic discussions and become familiarized with presentations,
developing their style in a clear and interesting way in collaboration
with multiple people. Class goals include learning about Japanese
culture and the role of women in society, to be able to consider the
relationship between women and the multifaceted nature of Japanese
culture, and to be able to consider the differences between traditional
and contemporary Japanese culture and oneself.
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